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In taking leave of tins little volume, we experience those painful emotions 
which characterize the departure of an old acquaintance. It has been announced 
in its preface, to be the last work which its favoured author shall ever submit 
to public inspection, and it is but a just tribute to the labour and toil of a pro- 
fessional career, embracing more than half a century, to pronounce this, like 
aU other productions from the pen of Mr. Home, to be based upon practical 
observation, and is consequently the simple, but honest detail of facts. The 
candour with which it displays the mode of treatment, and its results, in one of 
the most baneful maladies to which flesh is heir, will insure for it an attentive 
perusal from every friend of medical science, and for its author a most earnest 
prayer that he may enjoy, in the wane of life, that repose which virtuous intent 
and industrious enterprize cannot fail to secure. A. L. IV 

V nat , ue f Pbynology applied to Pathology. By F. J. V. Bnorssns, 
M. D. See. Kc. &c. Translated from the French, by Joiix Bell, M. D. Sec 
Sec. and Rex. Li Roche, M. 1). Sec. Sec. Third American edition, wit], notes 
and a copious appendix, 8vo. pp. 666. Philadelphia, Carey Se Lea. 

It is not our intention, at this late period, to enter into a formal review of the 
Physiology of the celebrated professor of Val-de-Gracc. The fact that three 
editions of the American translation have been called for within the short space 
of five years, very fully evinces the estimate in which the work is held by the 
medical public of this country. A patient study of his Treatise on Physiology 
applied to Pathology, is indeed indispensable to all who may desire to form a 
con-ect estimate of the value of the doctrines in relation to the nature and cure 
of diseases, advocated by M. Broussais; doctrines which have within a few years 
exerted so powerful, and in the estimation of many, beneficial an influence upon 
medical opinions and practice. 

That the treatise before us isdestitute of error cither in matter of fact or in 
doctrine we pretend not to assert. The contrary must necessarily be the case, 
as well from the nature of the subjects of which it treats, as from the peculiar 
circumstances under which the work was composed. With the exception of 
Bichat, m his Treatise on General Anatomy, no one had attempted before 
Broussais, the task of collecting the various facts known in relation to the 
healthy functions of the human system, and comparing them carefully with 
the state of the same functions during disease, of determining accurately the 
relative influence of the different organs upon each other, and the modifi¬ 
cations which the morbid conditions of one set impress upon the actions 
of another, and of arranging the materials thus obtained into a systematic 
form. Ilad perfection crowned this difficult task, we should have considered 
its author as something more than mortal. Physiology as a science isyct in its 
infancy; every year new discoveries are made in relation to the vital functions, 
by which previous opinions arc either confirmed or subverted; this added to the 
rapid accumulation of pathological facts, renders each new labourer in the field, 
with only a moiety of the talents and industry of Broussais, capable of detect¬ 
ingerrors in his system, and of filling up and improving the general plan, the 
outlines of which he has so ably sketched. It is not for the invariable correct¬ 
ness of his opinions upon the subject of physiological pathology, although the 
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accuracy of veiy many of them has been established hv t. 
t!on, that the system of Ar. Broussais comm,!! ^ subse 'i uent ‘nvcstiga- 
°een the means of directing tile attention of !•“” P . ra ' 5e; “ 15 f ™ its having 
only correct basis of pathology, and to the "'"V: ^ ^ “ ** 

functions of our several organs during health leads T ^ ' tllC Stud ^ of * the 
the morbid conditions of the latter upon whirl?!f i aCt ‘ uain,an ee with 
ti.ons constituting- the phenomena of disease depon'd °l ‘ ,1C func ' 

gical investigations in close connection with hl9 , Pr ‘ U,oI °- 

fessedly removed many of the errors of preceding ! ouss:us •‘as con- 

invariably arrived at truth, he has indicated the fnll yS '™™ 3 > and if be has not 
may be obtained. Morbid phenomena hiv#» *n ^ certain road by which it 
cd of much of the mystexy by which they were form lU f nSe aIrcad . v been divest- 
plicatmn of our remedies are now guided by system an’l th'* °5r d ' andfhea P- 
w.th some degree of certainty, whe^e former!v thZ 1 ^ ircffccts calculated 
by the grossest empiricism. * * administration was marked 

Should the author be induced to nmn.. r . 
the present treatise, he will doubtless correct mam of the" * C '‘ ili0n 0t 

contams, and by availing himself of the labour^ , rS " h,ch if now 

physiology and pathology, give to his svstem • ,ubse 1 ucnt investigators in 
Ereo of perfection. “ ‘ S ' S ‘ Cm ,n other «*pect. a greater de- 

Treatise on t physiologv C app?icd'to°Pa 1 Jn>]o(rv S ^ Cne . raI meri,s OT demerits, the 

don to the study of the other writings ofite^trtw'«!“ “ nCCCSSa ^' introduc- 
already or will shortly appear in an English dress pr,nc 'P aI ^ of which have 

I he translation before us presents i *-#»»•.. . 

the author as presented in the original—we sav7hi» ° 3 'i!° n ° f t,IC v!ews of 
parison or the larger portion of it with the latter pT, made a con >- 

the translators have performed their task thev ! ^ ‘ C fidelit)r " ith Which 
« to consult the work H"*™* °f a’l .fa— 


are unable to consult the work in the ,ilc 'ha nks of a’l who 

common difficulty, as well from the novel ° nC ’ WC Confcss - ° r no 

has often been obliged to make use of in the statemTT £ h!ch010 author 

from the obscure style in which much of the first part e^c! j." 3 . doctrines . » 
Inaccuracies in the translation of scientific wort. P .‘i , P - V ls co >nposcd. 

cither from ignorance or carelessness, arc at once’an',???-' ' 0 ° ° f ‘ Cn Committci ‘ 
authors, and a gross imposition upon the readers ‘ It is c^r rC ' : ‘ tit>n t0 the 
noticed so pointedly the able manner in which the '"""’'‘‘s account that we 
tion of M. Broussais’, physiology has been executed " But tra " S ' a ' 

Koche have not restricted themselves to a mere t~„.i , BeI1 an d La 

togetlicr with a very able introduction in which a " ° f -‘ author ’ s test : 
of tlic present state of physiology and pathology, paSLly^ >5 f KSen ™ 

the improvement, for which both are indebted to L i? ' , ref ' re ncc to 

the present edition is accompanied with a copious anno v™ ° f Drou ssais, 
the views ofthc author arc commented upon and nnm-mldv" ^ Ch some of 
duccd in illustration of the doctrines advanced W 1 ■ ' dd ' tlonal f “cts are ad- 
testing them by the labours of more recent inveigh" ° f 

lutes * very valuable addition, and will be consultedwith „ co,,sti - 

of medicine, as well as by that large class of nmrtv P , bt by the indent 

r o? Pr—t-em 
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of *» »*—of our 
giffed the attention of some of the ablelt ciUUvaton *I^ thav . eoflate y<= a » on- 
could scarcely be obtained from any other source tILT a " d , which 

the appendix, contain, the first, a lLhlv:„,T * " t,d “ E> and F ' of 

Bell, Shaw, Bellingcri and others upon the fif^paif of n'er^ “’VE™ 0 ™ ° f 
of the doctrines of Rolando philin Allison n f nerves; and the second 
nence, concerning the ^ ^ 

student will learn nearly all that 1. „„ , S P ‘ thcse tw ° articles the 
tant portions ^e^ous^em and n," 7 ^ t0 ‘™> inipor- 
sifion of the discoveries of Mr Charles Bdl' ° ” V and M ‘ " ° find an ei P°‘ 

tion and of motion; and the^«^es which h ha^ 1° ^ nCrVeS ° f SCnSa ‘ 
The information thus presented could only h T” 611 irrcEuIar or respiratory, 
to various publication "to wh^few 7 ^ ^ ' 

£r- of p - 

ference to the general vital property ofrte'thau^ 0 "^ 7 ^ “ rC ‘ 

merely contractility, but the editnrc i .1 * IC conKldc rs to be 

? *-r 

dence m the slightest degree the phenomenon characteristic ofThi,° n<>t 
•n Its correct signification-viz. contraction WW. n , 3 P ro P ert y 

admit the correctness of M. Broussais’svln .* ? however, they refuse to 

property of contraction but at the asm lusrcs P cctin ir 'he universality of the 
vital property, whatever it may 6^001 ^ T"!?* the —ise of the 
with contraction, at least so far as we are aWe'^TaLe!^" 110 ' 1 !*" ““ ti33Ues 

covneiding with those physiologists who contend for the existence of ^ f"" 
lity of properties. “ So far ”tliev remnri- «*r existence of a plura- 

believe that there is in truth but on ’ r ° m cntertaimn !? su ch views, we 
would designs *by ihTul 2 pr °P“Wc tissues, which we 
which some have elevated to an equal LL^v^^'other'^ ^ scnsibilit . v - 
as simply the effect of the exercise of a function ■■ „ . r’ mUSt bc re ff 4rded 
said upon this point, we believe that w I ’ Ut after a ” tllat lu s been 

tion of the funLenW vim, p * e «l? n' 7 ”* iv ? d * C,car 

functions of the tissues to the exercise of a sTmrTe Wh ' Ch U ‘ e Variow3 
received by many, from its appoint * ffl be 

ever, that its truth has been bv anv m «o n c ^ n0t P crsuaded » l»ow- 

properties appear to us to be necessary for the *2°° y <Icm ° nstrated - Tw o 
the vital functions; the one the capacity of n P ?‘T° rmancl: ° f most . if not all 

by which the particular tissue is excited toS^TSi app *? p ** te 

of performing, in consequence of such „ ! ? cond tbe capacity 

tissue is destined. Whatever name Lav b/ 0 "’ 7 T °" 5 f ° r " bich 
would appear to indicate that they are distinct fLm'V YLl' pr0I,ertics > &c,s 

When employed by others. The cenaur,^!!^^ S* 
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M. Broussais is merited, in consequence of hi, 

error when committed by his predecessor, ! reprobation of the same 
vertheiess admit that there is ' Vc ™ S * - 

abstracuons, to avoidan occasional indulirenee- ^’, W Cn "'“’‘"S' of mere 

particularly to be objected to, is not o ^ " 

nomena of health and disease, when care has bel ‘ , the P hc "'- 

dependance of these phenomena uponThe norm ? u *° ^ th <= 

several organs, as in mistaking, as is too muchrtl rl "T"' actions of the 
even at the present day, the phenomena of health and dis ^ t™"'’ physicians ' 
latter, for mtitia-m other words for Jrl .l d ' ,)Ut specially tl,e 
even of acting upon and controlling the actions' of ,ndependent of . and 

Thus we hear daily offerer invadinc i," f matenal organs of the body, 
■Off through the system to locate itfelf t non^ l" ° rean ’ of > ut "andcV 
tnation travelling or being driven from ™ 1CWCakcr P arts > and of inflam 
surdities have pathological and therancTtic T T" 3no,her - U P»" such ab- 
Tl.e article of theappendix m-,rkc,n !vill h f "°", S " rCpcMedl - v funded. 

£ fiSEf-' ccd by M - Br “ 

ui. who xfs-* of 

_ P. c. 

Sr. fc V ° n Dr ' A :’! T0!r "“"rn, 

Professor der Anatomic an derk k MedizV h* or ? cntIlcIlcni » offentlichem. 
Imperial Joseph’s Medico-chirurgieal Academy,*&c.™c!^d?i.^V^ennj£ 

tliat subject to observe, that many of those wt •'>, the ot of most teachers of 
abound in so many defects, both as rcrards ^ ‘ ^ bcC " ” yet P ubp shed, 

render them unfit for the purposes for^ ic,,^"^" 1 ^ 1 “ d CICCUt!on - as to 
limited utility to the student 1 “ h wcre ,nte nded, or of very 

-S, yet in rLt instm e , f £y{zTJZX f° T* tt “ e d *-- 
sors, they have committed others of enua m „ , r “'a ° f ** pKd ««- 
culty but slightly rectified Fvers- q r* ff "' tude > and h avc left the diffi- 
views upon many pointa„d SZrZr' ’ ^ P—liar 

with that adopted by others stfthat to cn "”7°™°'“ somew hat at variance 
from his instructions, it isalmost lndil' l, 0 T ? d ? U ° d( «l> benefit 

nitions of he s U uW. c \ H tbra Cn V* PUb ' i5hed - B “ id “ — general de fi : 




